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Tennessee Williams (1911-1983), one of the distinguished American ists in twentieth
century, covered a life span of nearly seven decades. He belongdd to an uns family arising
out of parental differences towards life. He suffered mu i

thrown overboard by the
ideological fanaticism of

is heightened poetic sensibility,
aspects of life in a softened hue. The

trapped in unspeakable conditions of social life.
e the difficulty of communication; still theirs is a solitary

of Angles and Orpheus Descending have a common theme, which

on of women in the well-entrenched conventional atmosphere. Too

dered by the social vested interest makes women abnormal, getting

them alcoholic or ecoming subdued and getting oppressed by social suffocation. Battle of
Angles by WilliamsyS a highly symbolic play. There is a small town in the southern U.S.A. An
unusual drama, possessing a high degree of somberness and occasional flashes of hope and
happiness, gets unrolling after the arrival of a freedom-loving man, known as Valentine Xavier
whose name implies the personal traits of both love and saviour Val Xavier has a peculiar charm
over well-established women and others. At the same time the male members associated with these
women Sandra Whiteside: Cassandra-type aristocratic nymphomaniac, Vee Talbot: a painter and
religious eccentric, as also wife to the local Sheriff; and Myra, in her mid-thirties, is trapped in a
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loveless marriage to jabe Torrance the owner of the dry goods store. He is much older a man to
Myra and is said to be suffering from cancer,

Into this socio-cultural setting of a small town comes the young, virile, itinerate poet, Val
Xavier. He finds a job at the Torrance's shop. The racial tension prevails in the town; for Myra's
father who did not accept the racial taboos of the town was burnt alive inside the Casino owned
by him. Jabe Torrance, smitten with jealousy towards Val Xavier, told his yife, Myra that it was
he who was responsible for her father's death. He then shoots her holdi al Xavier responsible
for her death. Then, Val is hung and burnt by the sheriff's posse. T efore being hung,
Val Zavier told: "You can't understand that it is to be hounded
Myra commented:: " Terrible, hopeless, twisted kind of love."

of love has become very much common because
have lost the natural track of truthful expression.

ome under his influence
licence has been revoked
in the civilized world. Both of us equ
know you were really better than me. ten. Neurotic. Our blood's gone
bad from too much interbreeding. tine, not in the place de Concord, but

al life arising out of the ceaseless conflict between
psibility, and the obtrusively headed leaders behind the social

vested interest -- wellded to a policy of corruption, parasitism and exploitation.

They play Orpheus Descending (1957) is a revised version of Battle of Angles (1940) and
it is almost similar to the earlier play, excepting that Myra now is to be known as Lady, and Sandra
as Carol Cutrere. However, in the revised play, the identity of Val Xavier is also changed. In the
earlier play, Val was a wandering poet, in the new play, he is a musician, wielding guitar. He has
been cast in the image of the ancient Orpheus in Greek mythology. "... In the myth Orpheus
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descends into Hades to rescue his beloved Euridice from death's kingdom, where Pluto reigns. The
gods grant Orpheus this visit because of the beautiful music he makes with his lyre, music that
chars even wild beasts. The legend counterpoises transcendence through love with flight and
defeat by death. after winning Euridice, only to lose her again as he departs from the underworld.
Orpheus meets his death at the hands of maenads, women playing a wild bacchic rite. When he
rejects they tear him limb from limb."4

Williams has used symbilically of Orpheus in his play i ich one finds that the
love of Val Xavier for Lady is essentially a triumph of life over dedth. )| the arrival of Val
Xavier, Lady was dying a slow death out of mental depression.
wave-length of Lady and that of her husband Jabe Torrance, t

guitar was a priceless possession. At one stage, [ guitar-playing
'makes me clean like water when anything uncl a superb man of

three female characters: Lady Torra

presence. The play makes it clear that
thatthose who want to be pure, must
r, one can safely infer that Williams

r -- one is put to death. Jabe Torrance, husband to the Lady, had
en, he had instigated the mob to blowtorch Val Xavier. Jabe

and bring about th wed effect-profession of truth and establishment of human values.

1. Williams, Battle of Angels, (New York: New Directions, 1945) p. 315
2. lbid., p. 316
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